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as he thought that it was the surest way to win independence from an imperialist rule which
cared more for its markets than anything else.
In 1920, when Gandhiji started his non-co-operation movement, it had an immediate
response in Andhra. Under the leadership of eminent men like Konda Vonkatappaiah
(1866-1948), Tanguturi Prakasam Pantulu 0872-1957), Bulusu Sambamurti (1886-1958) and
Bhogaraju Pattabhi Seetaramalah (1880-1959), the Andhra young men made many a sacrifice
for the cause of the nation. Many practising lawyers gave up their lucrative practice and many
a brilliant student forsook their studies to respond to the call of the Nation, The 'no-tax'
campaign was eagerly taken up by the Andhra leaders and the Peda Nandlpadu firka was
selected for the intensification of the campaign. In spite of the severest repressive measures
of the alien government and its henchmen, the campaign proceeded on gathering momentum,
till Gandhiji called off the movement on account of the unexpected and deplorable Chouri
Chowra Incident,
When the movement was called off, it left the minds of many young men sore and the
disappointment took a violent turn in one instance. A rebellion broke out in the agency areas
of the Northern Circars under the leadership of Alluri Sitaramaraju (1897-1923). He was a
simple and unostentatious young man given to studies of spiritual Importance, He was keen
on the welfare of the lowly and the innocent. He contributed his mite in the days of the
non-co-operation movement and later settled down among the hill tribes of the Visakhapatnam
district, spending his time in spiritual practices. The misdeeds of a British contractor, who
took pleasure in under-paying the workers drawn from the hill tribes, brought him into a tussle
with the police who supported the contractor, This led to encounters between the polka
and Sitaramaraju, who was supported by the hill tribes under the leadership of the Qtmu
brothers. Sitaramaraju raided many police stations and carried off guns and powder. The
alien government then made use of ail its resources to quell the rebellion. A company of the
Assam rifles under the leadership of Saundert wat sent there. The campaign lasted nearly
for one year from December 1922 and, in the end, many of the followers of Raju, especially
the Qamu brothers, were overpowered in an encounter. The rebellion petered off by October
1923, Raju surrendered himself, so it was said, and wa* shot dead without any trial,
In 1930 when Gandhiji started hit salt-campaign, the broad east coast of Andhra became
the venue of memorable deedt of many a young man and woman, who in spite of the
severest blows of lathis, prepared tilt and courted imprisonment. The tremtndout awakening,
which was an outcome of this movement, resulted in the rout of the parties other than the
Congress in the elections of 1937.
The thirties taw the emergence of leftist organisations in Andhra which gave a fillip to the
progressive trends. Meanwhile, in 1939, the British Government dragged India into World War
II and the Congress ministries resigned.